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apparatus with a power-off release function for automatically releasing a brake for a vehicle. 2. Description of the Related Art Known art for foot-operated brake apparatuses, or for brakes used in combination with such apparatuses is disclosed in Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application Nos. 5-102732, 6-109236, 7-137019, etc. A foot-operated brake apparatus (hereinafter referred to as a
brake), disclosed in Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 5-102732, has a brake pedal (hereinafter referred to as a brake pedal), a support member for supporting the brake pedal in a brake-inoperative position, an operating lever and a rod supported by the support member in parallel with one another, a cross member disposed on the rod for supporting an operating shoe via a

brake shoe, and a rocking piece disposed on the cross member to rock the operating shoe upward. The brake pedal is in contact with the operating shoe and is placed in the brake-inoperative position, in which the operating shoe is lowered and does not exert a brake function on the brake pedal, by an elastic member disposed on the support member. When the operating lever is
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